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Judge Wapner is a lifelong resident of
southern California. After graduating from Hol-
lywood High School, he earned his bachelors
degree from the University of Southern Cali-
fornia and his law degree from USC Law
School. He served in World War Il and was
awarded the Purple Heart and Bronze Star for
his tremendously courageous acts in that con-
flict.

After being appointed by Governor Pat
Brown to the LA Municipal Court where he
served for 2 years, he was elevated to the Los
Angeles Superior Court, where he served until
his retirement. During those vyears, Judge
Wapner starred in the nationally syndicated
program, “The People’s Court” which made
him a bona fide celebrity. Judge Wapner has
also recently appeared as a judge in a “Major
League Baseball on Fox” pregame People’s
Court parody segment called “The Player’s
Court.” He has starred, as well, in a number
of influential political spots.

Judge Wapner also is the author of two
well-received significant books, A View from
the Bench and Judge Wapner's Guide to
Small Claims Court. The latter tome is widely
used as a helpful tool to navigate the intrica-
cies of our legal system.

With an impressive list of civic organizations
in which he takes an active interest, Judge
Wapner is a highly respected member of the
community. He is a member of the Board of
Trustees of Alternative Living for the Aging,
and serves as honorary chairman of the Na-
tional Jewish Hospice. He is also the recipient
of numerous honors and awards, including the
Golden Glow Award from Senior Health and
Peer Counseling and the Maimonides Award
from the Legal Services Division of the Jewish
Welfare Fund.

Judge Wapner and his wife, Mickey, have
been longtime supporters of the Brandeis-
Bardin Institute, and the construction of the
Moelle Library and tennis and basketball
courts at the institute stand as symbols of their
generosity and leadership.

| ask my colleagues to join me in extending
birthday greetings to my dear friend, Judge
Joseph Wapner and in paying tribute to his
dedication and outstanding contributions to our
society.

TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL CHUPA

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 6, 2009

Mr. LEVIN. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the life of Michael Chupa, an ed-
ucator, public servant, community leader, busi-
nessman, avid hunter and proud family man in
Michigan, who passed away on October 5,
2009.

Mr. Chupa was born December 31, 1943, in
the city of Detroit. He graduated from Law-
rence Technological University and was a
grade school teacher at Immaculate Concep-
tion. He owned and operated the North Amer-
ican Adjustment Bureau providing property
damage adjustment, appraisal and estimation
service for southeast Michigan. A leader within
the Ukrainian American community he worked
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to create the St. Josaphat Parish in 1961
where he served as church council president.
St. Josaphat continues to be a strong center
of activity for the Ukrainian American commu-
nity in southeast Michigan.

Mr. Chupa served on the Warren City Coun-
cil for 16 years. His colleagues describe him
as “fair and good-hearted” and even those
who may have disagreed with him on a certain
policy issue describe him as a “gentleman.”
Mr. Chupa cared about his community; he al-
ways made it a priority to help people and to
advocate on behalf of local charities. | appre-
ciated his friendship and always enjoyed work-
ing with him and attending alongside him nu-
merous community events.

Mike Chupa was a proud and supportive
parent. He and his wife Margaret have four
children (Michael, Joseph, Jennifer and
Jannen) who continue the tradition of involve-
ment in their church and community.

| am pleased to rise today and pay tribute
to the lifetime of service of Michael Chupa,
and ask my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing his achievements. | extend my condo-
lences to his wife and family and join with the
entire community in celebrating his life.

REINTRODUCING THE BRAVE ACT

HON. JOHN P. SARBANES

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 6, 2009

Mr. SARBANES. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to reintroduce the Benefit Rating Accel-
eration for Veterans Entitlements Act of 2009
or BRAVE Act. The BRAVE Act will cut
through unnecessary red tape so that our
most disabled veterans receive the benefits
they deserve. It would make a common sense
change to allow veterans receiving a rating of
total disability from the Veterans Administra-
tion to also receive Social Security disability
benefits without going through a separate and
duplicative medical evaluation process, a proc-
ess that can take years to navigate.

In early 2007, when | was first elected to
Congress, a veteran-constituent contacted my
staff to obtain assistance with his application
for social security disability benefits. This vet-
eran had already received a 100 percent dis-
ability rating from the Veterans Administration
but had been waiting for more than a year to
be approved for benefits at the Social Security
Administration.

The Social Security Act states that disability
means the “inability to engage in any substan-
tial gainful activity by reason of any medically
determinable physical or mental impairment.”
By regulation, the Veterans Administration de-
fines total or 100 percent disability as “any im-
pairment of mind or body which is sufficient to
render it impossible for the average person to
follow a substantially gainful occupation.” De-
spite the fact that these definitions are virtually
the same, many veterans including my con-
stituent endure two complicated and time con-
suming processes to prove the same condi-
tion.

The Commission on Veteran’s Disability
Benefit found that only 61 percent of those
granted Individual Unemployability and 54 per-
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cent of those rated totally disabled by the Vet-
erans Administration are receiving Social Se-
curity Disability Insurance. The Commission
further explained that “it is apparent that that
either these veterans do not know to apply for
SSDI or are being denied the insurance.” The
Veterans Disability Benefits Commission con-
cluded that “increased outreach should be
made and better coordination between VA and
Social Security should result in increased mu-
tual acceptance of decisions.”

It is for these reasons that | first introduced
the BRAVE Act, with broad bipartisan support,
in the 110th Congress. The legislation was
supported by a range of veteran service orga-
nizations including the American Legion, the
Irag and Afghanistan Veterans of America,
and the Paralyzed Veterans of America. The
bill is all the more important at a time when
we face significant increases in Social Security
applications as a result of the aging baby
boomer generation and as veterans of the
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan come home.

Madam Speaker, our Nation’s veterans
don’t deserve a bureaucratic runaround when
they return home. | hope my colleagues will
join me in support of the BRAVE Act.

————

RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL
TRUCK DRIVER APPRECIATION
WEEK

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 6, 2009

Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the service, dedication, and sac-
rifices of America’s professional truck drivers
who serve our Nation daily by delivering the
clothes we wear, the food we eat, and yes,
even the medical prescriptions upon which
many of us must rely.

This week, November 1-7, is designated
National Truck Driver Appreciation Week and
is set aside to honor the 3.5 million profes-
sional truck drivers in the United States. One
out of every fifteen people across this country
is employed in the trucking industry, which is
one of our Nation’s largest employers.

Truckers serve as the backbone of their in-
dustry, which is responsible for a large portion
of the total U.S. freight tonnage. Estimates
suggest that a majority of communities rely
solely on the trucking industry for their goods
and commodities. In turn, our economy not
only relies, but thrives, on the good work of
these men and women.

America’s truck drivers work to help keep
our highways safe. They follow stringent safe-
ty regulations, attend frequent training pro-
grams, and help educate the motoring public
to make sharing the roadways with tractor-
trailers safer.

Finally, Madam Speaker, America’s truck
drivers sacrifice precious time from their fami-
lies, all the while, they deliver for ours. This
week we pause to say thank you to them and
to their families.

| salute these fine individuals along with
their understanding families for their commit-
ment to America’s future stability, increased
prosperity, and for delivering life’s essentials
safely and securely.
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COMMEMORATING VETERANS DAY

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 6, 2009

Ms. McCOLLUM. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to commemorate Veterans Day and ap-
plaud the commitment and work of this Con-
gress and President Obama to meet the
needs of America’s 23.4 million military vet-
erans. Nearly 400,000 veterans call the great
state of Minnesota home and we are proud of
them, our friends and neighbors. As a Member
of Congress and the daughter of a World War
Il veteran, | believe | have a duty to honor the
men and women who have so courageously
served our country by investing in expanding
educational opportunities, health care serv-
ices, and access to good jobs for our nation’s
veterans.

Increasingly, | have become particularly
concerned about the mental health issues,
such as post traumatic stress disorder (PTSD)
and traumatic brain injury (TBI), that afflict our
warriors who are now home from Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. PTSD and TBI have claimed too
many lives and caused too much hardship
among the families of veterans. According to
the Department of Veterans Affairs, service
members responding to mental health ques-
tions when they return from Iraq and Afghani-
stan show that about 19 percent of service
members from Iraq have a mental health prob-
lem, while about 11 percent from Afghanistan
have a mental health problem. Too often the
unseen wounds suffered by veterans, as a re-
sult of PTSD and TBI, remain untreated until
a crisis or tragedy occurs for the veteran or
their loved ones. llinesses related to sub-
stance abuse, suicide prevention, and home-
lessness prevention for our veterans are often
directly related to psychological trauma. | be-
lieve it is critical to support the expanded ef-
forts by the Department of Defense and the
Department of Veterans Affairs to ensure our
soldiers understand clearly that mental health
services and help are available if, and when,
they need them.

On this Veterans Day, | am very proud to
live in a country that so values its veterans.
My commitment and my prayers are with the
millions of veterans and their families who we
owe a tremendous debt of gratitude.

———

HONORING SONOMA TREASURE
ARTIST OF THE YEAR LIN LIPETZ

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 6, 2009

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today with my colleague, Rep-
resentative LYNN WOOLSEY, to honor Lin
Lipetz, the Sonoma Treasure Artist of the
Year. Selected by the city’s Cultural and Fine
Arts Commission, Ms. Lipetz was chosen for
her talents as a teacher and an artist as well
as for her contributions to the community.

With an MFA from the University of Wash-
ington in ceramics, painting and textiles, a
bachelor’'s degree in art from the University of
Washington, and a bachelor's degree from
San Jose State University in interior architec-
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ture, Lipetz has the academic credentials to
back up her long experience as an artist. With
drawings and beautifully colorful and joyous
paintings ranging from abstract to landscape,
she has exhibited frequently, both as a solo
artist and with groups.

Her work is in numerous collections, and
she has also won honors and grants including
Friends of the Crafts in Seattle, Washington;
National Endowments for the Arts High School
Art Instruction in Missoula, Montana; and the
Art Across the Valley Tour through the
Sonoma Valley Museum of Art.

Her contributions to the City of Sonoma en-
rich the lives of its residents and add to the vi-
brancy of its arts community. She teaches
painting and intuitive drawing at the Sonoma
Community Center, is active with the Sonoma
Valley Museum of Art and served as a com-
missioner on the Cultural Fine and Arts Com-
mission.

Madam Speaker, it is a pleasure to cele-
brate Lin Lipetz’s selection as Sonoma Treas-
ure Artist of the year. We join the Sonoma
community in our appreciation of her talents
and her contributions.

EARMARK DECLARATION

HON. J. GRESHAM BARRETT

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 6, 2009

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina. Madam
Speaker, pursuant to the Republican Leader-
ship standards on earmarks, | am submitting
the following information regarding earmarks |
received as part of the House passed version
of the Conference Report 111-316, to accom-
pany H.R. 2996.

Requesting Member:
GRESHAM BARRETT

Bill Number: H.R. 2996

Provision: Division A, EPA, STAG Water
and Wastewater Infrastructure Project

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Laurens
Commission of Public Works

Address of Requesting Entity: 212 Church
Street, Laurens, SC 29630

Description of Request: The purpose of this
appropriation is to provide $300,000 to be
used for the design and construction of a half
million gallon water storage tank, and associ-
ated water distribution system upgrades. The
construction will also include approximately 10
miles of 12 inch water main and a booster
pump station. This water distribution system
upgrade will provide additional potable, indus-
trial and fire water supply to the surrounding
areas. | certify that neither | nor my spouse
has any financial interest in this project.

——————

TRIBUTE TO AN ALASKAN PIO-
NEER AND FATHER OF MODERN-
DAY ANCHORAGE

HON. DON YOUNG

OF ALASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 6, 2009

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Madam Speaker, |
rise to pay tribute to an Alaskan Pioneer and
father of modern-day Anchorage. Former long-
term Anchorage Mayor George Murray Sul-
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livan, 87, died September 23, 2009, sur-
rounded by his family. A lifelong Alaskan, Sul-
livan was born on March 31, 1922, raised in
Valdez, Alaska, where his father Harvey was
the U.S. District Marshal and mother Viola
was the first woman mayor in Alaska.

Sullivan’s life and leadership spanned the
territorial days of Alaska through statehood. In
the 1920s, the Sullivans lived in Valdez, a
busy town in the first two decades of the 20th
century that supported a bowling alley, several
breweries, a dam and hydroelectric plant, the
seat of the Territory of Alaska’s Third Judicial
District, a public library, hospital, and public
school system. George had a wonderful life as
a kid in Valdez, playing many sports, engaging
in school activities, and helping at the family
store.

During World War Il, Anchorage’s popu-
lation exploded from around 8,000 to more
than 43,000. In July, 1944, George was draft-
ed into the U.S. Army for two years and was
stationed at Adak in the Aleutian Islands. He
married the love of his life, Margaret Eagan
Sullivan, on December 30, 1947, and moved
to Nenana. George was the U.S. deputy mar-
shal and Margaret was the U.S. commis-
sioner. Aptly, George would catch the crimi-
nals and Margaret would try them. In 1955, he
was elected to the Fairbanks City Council.
George took a job in management with Con-
solidated Freightways and in 1959 moved the
family to Anchorage, where he lived for the
next 50 years. From 1964 to 1965, George
served in the Alaska Legislature, after being
appointed by Governor Bill Egan to fill a va-
cancy, and soon after was elected to the An-
chorage City Council. In 1967, he ran a suc-
cessful race to become Anchorage mayor, a
position he would hold for 15 years. In 1975,
voters approved the unification of Anchorage’s
city and borough governments and elected
George its mayor. The creation of the Munici-
pality of Anchorage was an incredible under-
taking. As mayor, George successful merged
the duplicative departments, boards, and utili-
ties into one government.

Statehood in 1958 brought change but it
was the oil boom that provided the resources
for Anchorage to blossom into a modern day
city. George and his administration had a vi-
sion of what Anchorage could become and
were entrusted to direct the streaming State
oil revenues toward improving and enhancing
the city’'s quality of life for its residents.
George helped secure State funding for the
construction of the Egan Civic and Convention
Center, Loussac Library, the Alaska Center for
the Performing Arts, and the Sullivan Sports
Arena. This moved Anchorage into being a
modem and vibrant community.

George finished as Mayor of Anchorage in
1982. For the past many years since, George
has remained active in the community and
state boards up until his illness in 2008.
Through the years he was active on the
Enstar board, AWWU, state PERS board, An-
chorage Senior Center Endowment, TOTE Ad-
visory Board, Military Advisory Board, Anchor-
age Wellness Court Alumni Group, Alaska
Heart Association, Boys and Girls Clubs, and
many more. He was always willing to lend a
helping hand to make Anchorage a little better
for those less fortunate or in need. He had a
strong faith in the Roman Catholic Church and
often assisted at Mass and in the church’s or-
ganizations. He was a member of the Elks
Club, the Veterans of Foreign Wars, and the
Pioneers of Alaska.
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